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While the language has changed over the years, our mission at The
Virtue Center remains unwavering: to provide help and inspire hope
for those facing addiction and mental health challenges.

Today, we continue our commitment to breaking the stigma around
alcohol and drug use disorder. When Richard Virtue founded the
Norman Alcohol Center in 1972, he drew from his own journey with
alcoholism and worked alongside business, religious, and civic leaders
to treat addiction as a disease. This partnership approach was
pioneering at the time.

Richard Virtue’s vision laid the foundation for what we are today,
and his collaborative spirit remains at the heart of our work.
More than 50 years later, we honor his legacy by continuing to build
strong partnerships with our community. He built the cornerstone and
our clients, staff, supporters and volunteers work together to make
certain we are meeting our mission every single day.

O U R  M I S S I O N :  R O O T E D  I N
H I S T O R Y ,  S T R E N G T H E N E D  B Y

P A R T N E R S H I P  
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T o g e t h e r ,  w e ’ r e  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d  h e a l i n g  i s n ’ t  t h e
h a r d e s t  o n e — a n d  t h a t  n o  o n e  w a l k s  i t  a l o n e .  T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  w e
l a u n c h e d  a  c l e a r ,  m e a s u r a b l e  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  f o c u s e d  o n  P e o p l e ,
P r o g r a m m i n g ,  a n d  F u n d i n g .  W e ’ v e  i n v e s t e d  i n  o u r  t e a m ,  a d d e d
p r o v e n  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  w o r k ,  a n d  e x p a n d e d  a c c e s s  t o  c a r e  f o r  o u r
r u r a l  n e i g h b o r s .  W i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  l o c a l  p a r t n e r s  a n d  d o n o r s  l i k e
y o u ,  w e ’ v e  l a i d  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  a  f u t u r e  g r o u n d e d  i n  w h a t
m a t t e r s  m o s t :  t h e  e v o l v i n g  n e e d s  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  r e a l
s t r u g g l e s  f a m i l i e s  f a c e  e v e r y  d a y ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m e e t
p e o p l e  e x a c t l y  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e

O n e  o f  t h e  w a y s  w e  c a n  s e e  t h e  i m p a c t  o u t s i d e  t h e  n u m b e r s ,  i s  i n
o u r  w e b s i t e ’ s  S t o r i e s  o f  H o p e  s e r i e s  — r e a l  s t o r i e s ,  s h a r e d  b y  r e a l
p e o p l e ,  a c t u a l  V i r t u e  C e n t e r  C l i e n t s ,  w h o  w e r e  b r a v e
e n o u g h  t o  a s k  f o r  h e l p .  H e a l i n g ,  t h e y  t e l l  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  s o  o t h e r s
k n o w  t h e y ’ r e  n o t  a l o n e .  T h e y ' r e  p r o o f  t h a t  c h a n g e  i s  p o s s i b l e — a n d
t h a t  i t  s t a r t s  w i t h  a  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  b e l i e v e s  i n  i t .

A s  B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t ,  I ’ v e  h a d  a  f r o n t - r o w  s e a t  t o  w a t c h  o u r
c o m m u n i t y  r a l l y  a r o u n d  t h i s  m i s s i o n .  W e ’ v e  s e e n  b r e a k t h r o u g h s  i n
d i g n i t y ,  i n  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  &  c o u r a g e o u s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  B u t  m y
g r e a t e s t  j o y  i s  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  w a l k  t h r o u g h  o u r
d o o r s  l e a v e  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  h a v e n ’ t  f e l t  i n  a  w h i l e :  H O P E .

S i n c e r e l y ,  
A m y  S i n g l e t o n

S U S T A I N I N G  O U R  I M P A C T  

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  P R E S I D E N T
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A d d i c t i o n  d o e s n ’ t  d i s c r i m i n a t e — a n d  g e t t i n g
h e l p  s h o u l d n ’ t  b e  s o m e t h i n g  w e  w h i s p e r
a b o u t  i n  t h e  s h a d o w s .

W h e n  I  b e g a n  m y  o w n  r e c o v e r y  j o u r n e y ,
f i n d i n g  h e l p  w a s  h a r d  e n o u g h .  F i n d i n g
d i g n i t y  o r  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  s t e p s ?
I m p o s s i b l e .  T h a t ’ s  w h y  t h i s  w o r k  i s  a t  t h e  t o p
o f  m y  p e r s o n a l  p r i o r i t y  l i s t .  A t  T h e  V i r t u e
C e n t e r ,  w e ’ r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  s m a s h i n g  t h e
s t i g m a  s u r r o u n d i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d
a d d i c t i o n .  N o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  w a l k
t h r o u g h  o u r  d o o r s ,  b u t  f o r  e v e r y  f a m i l y ,
s c h o o l ,  c h u r c h ,  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  f e l l o w  h u m a n
i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

T h i s  i s  a b o u t  m o r e  t h a n  t r e a t m e n t .  I t ’ s  a b o u t  b u i l d i n g  a  b e t t e r
N o r m a n .  A  s t r o n g e r  O k l a h o m a .  O n e  w h e r e  r e c o v e r y  i s  p o s s i b l e
b e c a u s e  r e a l  s u p p o r t  e x i s t s ,  n o t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  s h a m e .
O u r  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  s c h o o l s ,  c o u r t s ,  c i v i c  g r o u p s ,  a n d  c i t i z e n s
l i k e  y o u  a r e  v i t a l  t o  t h e  m i s s i o n .
 



IMPACT AT A GLANCE 

Cl in ica l  Serv ices  P rov ided 

Individual, Group, Family Therapy

Education & Prevention 

Intensive Outpatient Treatment

Depression and Anxiety Therapy

Assessments & Individualized Treatment Plans

Peer Support & Case Management

Teletherapy 

2 ,5992 ,599
I nd i v idua l s  and  the i r

fami l ies  rece i ved  
he lp  and  hope

Ado lescents  rece i ved
 he lp  and  hope 

2362361,9981,998
Adu l t s  rece i ved
 he lp  and  hope  

==++

19 ,09119 ,091
94%94% MAKING POSITIVE

LIFE CHANGES

90%90% IMPROVED FAMILY
RELATIONSHIPS

 ELIMINATION 
OR REDUCTION IN USE99%99%

56% Self

22% Courts

12% Medical

10% Human Services

Alcohol 45% 
Methamphetamine 30% 

Marijuana 13% 

Opiates 12% 

Marijuana 75% 

Alcohol 10%
Meth 3%

ADULT  REPORTED
DRUG OF USE

ADOLESCENT  REPORTED
DRUG OF USE

CLIENTS REFERRED
BY:

CL IENTS SURVEYED REPORT  
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1 . A d v o c a c y  T h a t  M a k e s  a  D i f f e r e n c e
W h e n  t h e  O k l a h o m a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  a n d  S u b s t a n c e
A b u s e  S e r v i c e s  ( O D M H S A S )  a n n o u n c e d  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  c u t  t o
v a l u e - b a s e d  p a y m e n t s  f o r  a d d i c t i o n  t r e a t m e n t  i n  F Y 2 5 ,  o u r
c o m m u n i t y  r o s e  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  Y o u r  a d v o c a c y  h e l p e d  a m p l i f y
o u r  m e s s a g e  a t  a  c r i t i c a l  t i m e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w e  a r e  a c t i v e l y
w o r k i n g  w i t h  O D M H S A S  t o  p u r s u e  l o n g - t e r m  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  p r o t e c t
a n d  p r i o r i t i z e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s u b s t a n c e  u s e  t r e a t m e n t
s t a t e w i d e .
 
2 . O p i o i d  A b a t e m e n t  F u n d s  F u e l  N e w  H o p e
T h e  o p i o i d  c r i s i s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t a k e  a  t o l l  o n  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d
f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  t h a n k s  t o  o p i o i d  a b a t e m e n t  f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  C i t y  o f
N o r m a n  a n d  C l e v e l a n d  C o u n t y ,  w e  a r e  e x p a n d i n g  e s s e n t i a l
p r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g :

F a m i l y  P a t h w a y s  –  A  l i f e l i n e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  n a v i g a t i n g  a d d i c t i o n
a n d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c h a l l e n g e s .  
B o t v i n  L i f e S k i l l s  –  A n  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  c u r r i c u l u m  e m p o w e r i n g
e l e m e n t a r y  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e s i s t  p e e r  p r e s s u r e ,  b u l l y i n g ,  a n d
s u b s t a n c e  u s e .

 
3 . H e a l i n g  T o g e t h e r :  C o m m u n i t y ,  C o m p a s s i o n ,  a n d  C o n n e c t i o n
W i t h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l  d o n o r s ,  c o r p o r a t e  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  t h e
C i t y  o f  N o r m a n ,  w e  l a u n c h e d  H e a l i n g  T o g e t h e r — a  s e r i e s  o f
i m p a c t f u l  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  d e s i g n e d  t o  f o s t e r  c o m p a s s i o n a t e
a n d  i n f o r m e d  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  o p i o i d  c r i s i s .  T h e s e  g a t h e r i n g s  a r e
h e l p i n g  t o  s h i f t  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  r e d u c e  s t i g m a ,  a n d  o f f e r  r e a l
s o l u t i o n s .

A D V O C A T I N G  F O R  H O P E
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  O U R  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

T h i s  y e a r ,  g e n e r o u s  g i f t s  f r o m  o u r  m o s t
l o y a l  s u p p o r t e r s ,  l i k e  y o u ,  h a v e  m a d e  a
p o w e r f u l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  T h e
V i r t u e  C e n t e r  a n d ,  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i n
t h e  l i v e s  o f  c o u n t l e s s  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d
f a m i l i e s  a c r o s s  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Y o u r
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  o u r  m i s s i o n  h a s  h e l p e d
u s  e x t e n d  h o p e  a n d  h e a l i n g  t o  t h o s e
w h o  n e e d  i t  m o s t .  A s  w e  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e
p a s t  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  I  a m  p r o u d  t o  s h a r e
t h r e e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  h a s  m a d e
p o s s i b l e :

E v e r y  d a y ,  w e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h i s  w o r k  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t
y o u .  Y o u r  b e l i e f  i n  o u r  m i s s i o n  f u e l s  o u r  e f f o r t s  a n d  a m p l i f i e s  o u r
i m p a c t .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  u s .  W e  a r e  h o n o r e d  t o  h a v e
y o u r  p a r t n e r s h i p  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p a n d  a c c e s s  t o  c a r e ,
p r o m o t e  r e c o v e r y ,  a n d  b u i l d  s t r o n g e r ,  h e a l t h i e r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

G r a t e f u l l y ,
T e r e s a  C o l l a d o

 



H I S T O R I C A L  T I M E L I N E  O F  
T H E  V I R T U E  C E N T E R ’ S  P R O G R E S S

1972 
Richard Virtue establishes the Norman Alcohol Information Center
(NAIC) from his home. Having lost everything to alcoholism, Virtue
found his own recovery and devoted his life to helping others
battling addiction. 
1975 
The Oklahoma Department of Mental Health designates NAIC as
the first outpatient treatment center in the state to receive
government funding. This essential partnership continues to be our
largest source of financial support. 
2017 
In honor of the organization’s 45th anniversary, NAIC is renamed
The Virtue Center, recognizing the profound impact of Richard
Virtue’s life and work. The board of directors votes unanimously for
this name change. 
2020 
A capital campaign is launched to raise $4.3 million for a new
building. This facility will support the expansion of The Virtue
Center’s substance abuse and mental health programs, enhancing
services for the community. 
2023 
With overwhelming support and generosity from our community, The
Virtue Center proudly opens the doors to its new home, marking a
new chapter in our mission to serve those in need. 
2024 
The City of Norman and The Virtue Center forge a collaborative
partnership for local opioid abatement projects. This effort is
supported by a conditional opioid abatement grant from the
Oklahoma Attorney General’s Office, aiming to make a meaningful
impact in the fight against opioid addiction. 
2025
Partnering with Cleveland County on the opioid abatement efforts,
The Virtue Center provided Botvin’s LifeSkills Prevention Curriculum
to almost 400 Norman Public School 5  graders.  th
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H O N E S T Y ,  H E A L I N G ,  A N D  H O P E

When “Maya” entered our treatment court program, she didn’t trust us or
the process. She looked put together, which had helped her hide her
opioid use for years. But after an arrest and an Actual Physical Control
(APC) charge, everything unraveled.

In the beginning, Maya struggled. She wasn’t being sent back to jail for
using, but for lying about it — a habit she learned growing up with a
mother in addiction. “Lying was how I survived,” she told us.

Slowly, things changed. Maya completed our Intensive Outpatient
Program, started Suboxone through our on-site Medication Assisted
Treatment clinic, and took a job at a restaurant — something she once
saw as beneath her, but eventually came to love. Her sons moved back in
with her and her father, and she began to rebuild her life.

Therapy helped her go deeper than we expected, healing old wounds
from her childhood and a past abusive relationship. Now, Maya is in
recovery, managing a team at work, caring for her health, and learning to
live with honesty and vulnerability. Her journey is a powerful reminder:

 Recovery is possible and worth it.
 

  Each year, The Virtue Center walks alongside individuals and families
as they take courageous steps toward recovery and wellness. These

journeys often begin in difficult places but grow into powerful stories of
resilience, healing, and hope.Here, we highlight a remarkable

transformation, with names changed to ensure privacy.

T H E  H U M A N  F A C E S  O F
H E L P  &  H O P E
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However,  through partnerships l ike The Virtue Center ,  Cleveland
County can have a broader impact when in addressing the complex
issues that affect the community.  The Virtue Center has a direct and
meaningful  impact on the health and wel lbeing of the community.  By
providing addict ion recovery and mental  health serv ices,  the
organizat ion not only helps indiv iduals on their  path to a better
future,  but also helps the county in a s ignif icant way,  reducing the
strain on emergency serv ices,  law enforcement,  and the judicial
system. By partner ing with The Virtue Center ,  Cleveland County is
proud to help bui ld a community that is  healthy,  happy,  and resi l ient.  

 A  S H A R E D  M I S S I O N
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Cleveland County ’s  miss ion is  to serve the
community through responsible stewardship of
publ ic resources.  The county provides essential
serv ices,  ensures safety,  and promotes posit ive
economic development to enhance the qual i ty
of l i fe for our residents.  Our community partners
are a v ital  part  of serv ing the residents of
Cleveland County and making our county
stronger,  healthier ,  and safer.  Publ ic resources
are l imited. 

In 2024, the City of Norman strengthened its
partnership with The Virtue Center through a grant-
supported in it iat ive to address the local impact of
the opioid epidemic. With $190,000 from the
Oklahoma Opioid Abatement Board,  awarded
through the City ’s  grant process,  the col laboration
expanded behavioral  health serv ices for indiv iduals
and famil ies.  The funding al lowed The Virtue Center
to increase access to outpatient treatment,  t rain
therapists in evidence-based care,  and provide free
education and awareness programs.

“Partnerships l ike this  dr ive our community forward and al low
agencies to better f i l l  gaps in serv ice,”  said City Manager Darrel
Pyle.  The formal agreement,  f inal ized by City Counci l  and the
Oklahoma Attorney General ’s  Off ice,  out l ined responsibi l i t ies ,
report ing requirements,  and fund uses.  The City also awarded $9,500
to support The Virtue Center ’s  Alternative to Suspension Program for
Norman Publ ic Schools students.  “We are proud of the work The
Virtue Center does for our city and community ,”  Pyle added.



Dr. Rieder shared his powerful  story of surv iv ing a
devastat ing motorcycle accident,  enduring mult iple
surgeries,  and batt l ing the gr ip of prescr ipt ion opioids.
His openness shed l ight on the complexit ies of pain
management,  withdrawal ,  and the need for
compassionate,  evidence-based treatment.  

Two Norman audiences were deeply moved by his  journey,
sparking meaningful  dialogue about st igma, access to
care,  and the future of opioid pol icy.  The event was a
resounding success,  thanks to our sponsors and community
partners ,  and underscored the importance of education in
bui lding hope and heal ing. 

Credit to Jan Astani,  Contributing Writer

H E A L I N G  T O G E T H E R
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In  June,  The Virtue Center hosted
Healing Together:  Hope Beyond
Opioids featur ing Dr.  Travis  Rieder,
bioethicist  at Johns Hopkins and
author of In Pain:  A Bioethicist ’s
Personal Struggle with Opioids.



The Virtue Center remains committed to its mission of providing
essential mental health and substance abuse services to our
community.  As of June 30, 2025, The Virtue Center holds $1.4 mil l ion
in assets,  reflecting responsible stewardship of resources. Through
strong partnerships with United Way of Norman, Cleveland County, the
City of Norman, and the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS), The Virtue Center has
continued to del iver crit ical ly needed cl ient care without interruption.
However, budget cuts from ODMHSAS pose a signif icant chal lenge to
sustaining services for the most vulnerable. As The Virtue Center moves
into the next f iscal year,  donor and community support wil l  be more
vital than ever to ensure access to care remains accessible. 
 
In FY2025, The Virtue Center expanded access to client care by
accepting additional insurance providers, including BlueCross
BlueShield, United Healthcare, UMR, Medicare, Optum and
Healthchoice.  Our efforts remain to include more insurers to better
meet the needs of Oklahomans seeking support.  This commitment to
growth and accessibi l i ty is our dedication to reducing barriers to care
and strengthening the health of Norman and Oklahoma. 

For more information or to support our mission, please visit
www.thevirtuecenter.org/donate.

F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 2 5
F I N A N C I A L  O V E R V I E W
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Armstrong Bank has been proudly serv ing communit ies
across Oklahoma and Arkansas s ince 1909,  guided by a
miss ion to treat customers l ike family and help neighbors,
fami l ies ,  and local businesses bui ld a strong future.  As a
true community bank,  Armstrong bel ieves that when
communit ies succeed, everyone thr ives.

Community partnerships are at the heart of Armstrong
Bank’s work.  By invest ing in local  organizat ions,  schools ,
nonprofits ,  and smal l  businesses,  the bank helps
strengthen the very communit ies i ts  team cal ls  home.
These partnerships al low Armstrong to support
meaningful  causes and remain deeply connected to the
people they serve.

That commitment to community strength and family
values is  what makes Armstrong Bank’s  partnership with
The Virtue Center so meaningful .  By support ing TVC’s
miss ion to provide hope and heal ing for those facing
substance use and mental  health chal lenges,  Armstrong
helps ensure that more indiv iduals in Norman have access
to the compassionate care and resources they need to
heal and thr ive.

A R M S T R O N G :  S E R V I C E
T H A T  E N D U R E S
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P A R T N E R I N G  F O R  S T R O N G E R ,  H E A L T H I E R  C O M M U N I T I E S



I t ’ s  E a s y  t o  G i v e  
 

O N L I N E   t h e v i r t u e c e n t e r . o r g / d o n a t e  

M A I L   P . O .  B O X  7 3 0  

         N O R M A N ,  O K  7 3 0 7 0  

C A L L   ( 4 0 5 )  3 2 1 - 0 0 2 2  

T H A N K S  T O  O U R  D O N O R S  A N D  H O W
Y O U  C A N  H E L P

Thanks to the generous support from The Virtue Center’s
donors,  our cl ients are empowered to reach their ful l  potential

and lead meaningful l ives.  We extend our heartfelt  gratitude on
behalf of our clients,  staff,  and Board of Directors.  
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W A Y S  Y O U  C A N  S U P P O R T  O U R  M I S S I O N  
Y O U R  F I N A N C I A L  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  C A N  M A K E  A  D I F F E R E N C E :

Annual Fund 
– Provide essential operating support and enable us to fulfill our
mission. 
Corporate Partners 
– Support our programs through your business, and receive recognition. 
Planned Giving 
– Include us in your estate plans for long-lasting impact. 
In-Kind 
– Goods and services are as valuable and necessary as cash gifts.   

The Virtue Center is  the premier serv ice provider in Norman for our
residents struggl ing with substance abuse and mental  health issues and

their  fami l ies.  Each person that walks through the door is  given
compassionate and indiv idual ized treatment.  Every t ime I  hear another

cl ient test imonial ,  I  am so proud I  am able to play a smal l  part  in i ts
support.

Lynne Mi l ler





   NORMAN     

2457  Wi lcox  Dr i ve     

Norman ,  OK  73069     

(405)  321-0022 

PURCELL    

3 10  W.  Wash ington  St .

Pu rce l l ,  OK  73080

 (405)  527-9562

MAIL ING ADDRESS

P .O.  Box  730

Norman ,  OK  73070

The Vi r tue  Center
www.thev i r tuecente r .o rg


